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Friends of Bonou Annual Report 2008 
 

 
We hope you will enjoy reading about our activities and the developments that 

have happened during 2008 – a year when we consolidated our support for 

Sonagnon, the Girls Training Centre in Bonou and completed the Library for the 

main secondary school in Dangbo thanks to Kennington Overseas Aid.  

 

In 2009 we will endeavour to widen the skills of the girls during their last 

curriculum-year in order to prepare them to earn a living and to create their 

micro-enterprises. We also hope to start the construction of the boarding 

facility to be ready to welcome the next intake of girls in March 2010.  

 

Thanks to all our members for their generous and continuing support and we look 

forward to working with you into the future for the benefit of the young people 

and villagers of Bonou and Dangbo. 

 

Members of the committee and trustees of the Friends of Bonou: 
 

Peter Devlin 

Laurence Lalanne 

Barbara Coyne 

Patsy Townsend 

Mark Bale 

Susie Snyder  

Caro Fickling 

 

Charity Number: 1104876 
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 Giving money is just the beginning! 
By Peter Devlin - Chair of F.O.B.  

 
Let’s be honest, for most of us, helping others in Africa is about giving money. 

None of the work we do would happen without the generosity of our supporters. 

So, a huge thank you to all but giving is just the beginning and we have 

discovered that development is not only challenging and rewarding but difficult 

and messy! “Doing good” is not simple! 

 

As you will read in this report the Sonagnon Training Centre for Girls we have 

created in Bonou is a great success. Education for girls: what could be better? 

But none of us realised that for poor parents a girl in education is a girl not 

working and not earning and we have had to think about the tension between 

daily survival for families in the immediate term and (to the parents) the more 

intangible longer term benefits of education. The girls have benefited 

enormously and will undoubtedly be able to earn a living and be independent but 

their new found confidence has had an impact on their own families who feel 

their daughters might also feel themselves “too good” for the local boys! 

 

I have learned not to underestimate what local people in Bonou can do. We see 

with our western eyes a country with a lack of infrastructure and money and can 

mistakenly think nothing gets done. In reality a lot gets done.  Where the state 

lacks resources, people have to rely on local initiatives, on family, on community 

and self help. Let’s not forget that the Training Centre was the villagers’ idea!  

 

Putting local people at the centre of the development process changes their 

ideas about us and changes our ideas about them: for us it means asking 

continually what local people want and finding ways and means to provide a school 

or books or a training centre the way they want them and accepting that time 

does not have the same “consistency” here and there! For them it means finding 

times for “management” meetings in the middle of planting or harvesting. It 

means the giving of time to rally the community round to solve problems and it 

means financial accountability as we have to insist so much on this ... But above 

all, it means trying to understand each other better and thriving to resolve 

difficulties together as real partners: It is not easy and it is sometimes messy 

but we hope for continued success in 2009!  
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 “Education, education, education” 
By Laurence Lalanne – General Secretary of F.O.B.  

 
Back in 2000, Tony Blair set out his priorities for office with this now-famous 

slogan reiterating Labour’s promise to put education at the top of the political 

agenda. To judge whether that promise was fulfilled or not is not our purpose 

here but it is appropriate to borrow that slogan to describe what the past year 

has been all about for us in Bonou and in Dangbo.  

 

Let’s start with Dangbo where we finished the year “en beauté” (as they say in 

Benin!) with the completion of the brand new Library built for the secondary 

school (Lycée) thanks to the funds provided by KOA (Kennington Overseas Aid) 

at the end of 2007. You can read more about that and about some of the delays 

and difficulties we ran into for this project in the piece written by Patsy 

Townsend in this report.  

   

Still in Dangbo, we continued the distribution of the 2 main curriculum- books 

(French and Maths) for primary school kids. The cost for the 2 books is now 

about £4.00 (it used to be £3.00 but the sharp decrease in the value of the 

pound has affected us greatly …) but the money that we got in March from the 

Dragon School has enabled us to buy 629 books for the kids of 4 primary 

schools. We are committed to continue making our way slowly down the list of 

the 56 primary schools in the Dangbo district.  Only 47 schools to go!!!  It is 

indeed a work which will take us years to complete as we are not able to 

“provide” more than about 5 to 6 schools a year but “slowly but surely” is better 

than never and to see the joy of the kids receiving a brand new book, for the 

first time ever, is a reward in itself.  

 

    
 

In Bonou, the past year was dominated by the consolidation of the training of 

“our” girls in the Sonagnon Centre. It is going well and as it is to be expected, 

they have considerably improved their skills in the three main vocational 
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activities: In sewing, they are not only able to sew manually and to use 

proficiently the 3 sewing machines but all of them, including the youngest, are 

able to cut out simple dresses, blouses, shirts and simple trousers. There are 

not enough clients yet though in the Centre to allow them to put these skills into 

daily practice so publicity is certainly an issue. The hairdressing, braiding and 

the incredibly creative use of hair extensions that is practiced all over Africa, is 

more easily practiced (on each other and also on the trainers!) and every single 

visitor who has ever been to the Centre has commented on the fact that the 

girls are well groomed, well dressed and always very well turned out and their 

hair very nicely arranged: This was not the case when they first arrived from 

their village I can assure you!  The food processing activity has been from the 

start the most “successful” as it is easier to master making cassava flour, fruit 

syrups, Soya cheese or even soap than to make a dress or a shirt! The funds 

that are generated from the sale of these products also help paying for the 

daily food for the girls as this problem is still not resolved … I’ll come back to 

this later.  

      
Also 3 new activities have been added this year to their curriculum:  

 Dying of cotton-cloth with different techniques (tie and dye, wax-dying e.g. 

batik and stamp-dying). This activity is very much liked by the girls and also 

very successful commercially as the dyed cloths are immediately sold in the 

villages around Bonou. 

 Some market-gardening (tomato, salad and various greens) which are 

consumed by the girls themselves. It is for the moment a bit on an ad-hoc 

basis and “experimental” and Friends of Bonou will seek this year to 

formalise that activity by financing some proper vegetable gardening classes 

with a specialist. Small poultry rearing will also be introduced soon.     

 And some keep fit classes given once a week to the girls by a PE teacher 

from a secondary school near by. This was started at the initiative of the 

Directrice who thought, rightly, that the girls would benefit from a more 

formal physical activity as they are pretty sedentary in the Centre contrary 

to village life where they would have walked a great deal, fetch water several 

times a day, pounded maize and done all sort of hard domestic activities. 

Apparently the girls confessed having aches and pains after the first session 

but assured they enjoyed it immensely nonetheless … as it was fun!    

     
Some of the girls’ vocational activities and productions 
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The girls are also improving their knowledge in the more “intellectual” activities 

included in the curriculum like reading and writing, oral expression in French, 

basic health education including Aids and malaria prevention, birth control,  

precautions during pregnancy, general nutrition for children etc … and also home 

economics.  

 

According to Paulin, second in command in Dominique’s team, they have also 

gained enormously in confidence: they answer his questions without shyness or 

hesitations, which was not at all the case in the beginning as all of them were 

quite unsure of themselves and unwilling to talk to people they did not know 

when they first arrived in the Centre. From his conversations with them, Paulin 

remarked that they are really looking forward to a brighter future even if they 

don’t know yet exactly how they will make the acquired knowledge to good 

financial use… This year, Friends of Bonou will therefore endeavour to work on 

this point by linking more closely with various organisations with which we have 

already established contacts (like the Foyer Laura Vicuna in Cotonou and 

UNICEF) in order to help them set up a business and give them some basic 

principles of management for micro-enterprises.  

 
You can read more about what they themselves think and feel of their training 

and the difference it has made already to their life later in this report. 

 
As you know 

education of girls is 

really what “Friends 

of Bonou” is all 

about. In Benin (as 

in a lot of other 

developing countries) girls have officially the same rights as boys, yet are often 

discriminated against even before they are born, are less well nourished, face 

violence routinely, are less likely to go to school (official secondary school 

enrolment for boys is 64.6% and 34.4% for girls and general female literacy in 

the country as a whole is 18%) and are often trafficked to Nigeria or sent to 

another country as Vidomégon (see boxed text below). And this is precisely what 

we are up against in the vexed issue of the parents not paying for their girls’ 

food and upkeep:  

 

You may remember that we had accepted to fund the food for the first year in 

order to give the girls “a head start” but always said that we would stop at the 

end of December 2007 and that we therefore would expect the parents to start 

paying from the second year onwards. That is when the problems started as the 

parents got “used” to not paying and got into the “habit” of not taking 

responsibility for their girls’ food and education as the “white people were 

taking care of everything” … This is what some parents felt in any case and said 

so publicly and in retrospect us paying, even for a short time, was not a good 

“To discriminate against girls is not only morally 
indefensible, it is also economically, politically and 
socially unsupportable as ignoring a substantial proportion 
of the population does not make any sense for the future 
of any developing country.”  

Graça Machel (Second wife of N. Mandela) 
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idea … But if there is undoubtedly a  stubbornness and lack of goodwill on the 

part of many parents, it is also true to say that for them, having their girls in 

the Centre does not only mean paying money OUT but in fact it means losing 
money because girls going to Nigeria to trade and bring back money to the 

family is an almost universal practice in that part of Benin. So, many parents are 

reluctant, especially fathers who are not interested at all in the education of 
girls, as girls are supposed to bring back money for the family; The priority is 

certainly not education. So for quite a few of “our” girls, the mothers (who know 

the dangers and the hardships that often awaits girls going to Nigeria as many 

of them have themselves been placed there in their youth as vidomégon) had to 

go against the will of the father to send the girl to the Centre to study. But 

most of these women earn some money by usually having a stall in the market but 

generally don’t have enough spare to pay the fee. The fathers on the other hand 

DO have the £4.00 a month that is asked of them.   

 

 
Parents summoned by the Elders in July 2008 

  
This is in any case what the Elders have repeatedly assured us: All the fathers 

who have a girl in the Centre are farmers and can afford to pay the fee but 

most of them don’t... During the year, multiple efforts (threats, persuasion, 

“name and 

shame”) have  

therefore been 

deployed by the 

Elders to solve 

this problem and 

persuade the 

fathers to part 

with the money … 

but to no avail 

and short of 

kicking the girls 

out, which is of 

course out of 

THE PRACTICE OF VIDOMÉGON  
It is a traditional practice whereby poor and rural families place a child, 
primarily a daughter, aged 7 to 13, in the home of a more wealthy 
family, most generally in the city. The purpose is to give them a better 
future and an education in exchange for some light work from the 
children. But this century-old practice is now being abused because of 
economic pressures and these children “left with somebody” (“vido-mé-
gon” in the local fon language) are no more than young slaves working 
from dawn to dusk to all sorts of tasks and 90 % of them never go to 
school and remain illiterate. The practice involves a sum of money 
(generally around 15 000 FCFA – about £ 25) given to the parents for 
the child when he or she leaves them and 200 000 children are said to 
be in vidomégon in the capital alone and an unknown number are 
“exported” to richer neighbouring countries like Nigeria, Gabon and Cote 
d’Ivoire.  
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the question, it will remain so for the foreseeable future... So for the next 

intake of girls, in March 2010, it has already been decided that the parents will 

be asked to pay upfront BEFORE their girls can put a foot in the Centre. But for 

the present intake, they will continue to be fed thanks to voluntary 

contributions from the local authorities, from the village Elders and from some 

enlightened parents who give some offerings in kind.  

 

The girls are soon to be on holidays (month of February) and will start their 

third and last year from the beginning of March. We are very much hoping that 

for the next intake of girls in March 2010, the first phase of the boarding 

facility will be built. We need £60,000 to build the whole facility and so far we 

have managed to raise £25.000 through successful applications to Charitable 

Trusts received in 2007 and through several generous donations. Added to that, 

we probably will manage to get about £5000 from general fund-raising. That 

should be just about enough to manage the first phase but it is only half of what 

we need … Of course the dramatic fall of the £ on the international currency 

market against the Euro (the CFA Franc is linked to the Euro) is a real disaster 

for us as we can count on 30 % less than we had six months ago. But we might 

still receive big donations and have fantastic fund-raising opportunities this year 

… Hope is a wonderful thing!  
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(The literacy class in Bonou) 

 
An illustration of the girls’ progress by ….themselves!  

6 of the girls were asked to write their names on a piece of paper. 

None of them could write at all, 2 years ago! 

 

 
Please turn to the next 2 pages to read what 3 of the girls feel 

about their training, in their own words …  
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Girls  Yvonne 
BONNOU – 
16y.old 
Specialisation  
hairdressing  

Emilienne 
SEGLA –  
15y. old 
Specialisation  
food-Processing  

Catherine 
AHOUANKPEDJO – 
14y. old 
Specialisation sewing   

Question 1: 

Do you 

value the 

training? 

Why?   

I like very much 

what I am learning 

here because if I 

were an apprentice 

in the little shops 

along the roads, I 

would learn only one 

thing and one job 

but here in the 

Centre I am 

learning all sort of 

different things 

besides my 

specialisation: I can 

saw and I can do 

gari*** and soap 

and syrup and 

cotton-dying. And 

also, I had never 

been to school 

before but here I 

am learning to write 

and read in French 

and in Fon and I 

really like that a 

lot.  

Most of my friends 

of my age are still 

in the village and 

they do nothing 

else but work in 

the fields. Others 

are already 

married and don’t 

even have a job. I 

am different and I 

love what I am 

doing because I am 

learning all sort of 

new things and I 

know my life will be 

different from my 

sisters. In my 

family I am the 

only one who will be 

educated.  

I love everything I am 

learning and doing here in 

the Centre because I know I 

can look towards the future 

and I wont suffer too much 

because I will have a proper 

job and I will earn money on 

my own.  

Question 2: 

How do you 

feel 

different 

from when 

you first 

came to the 

Centre?  

Oh God (laughs…) I 

am so different! 

Before I did not 

have the first 

notion about 

braiding, let alone 

the rest of 

hairdressing! I 

could not write 

either, not even my 

name. And I had 

never told at home 

how to take care of 

myself, how to wash 

properly my body 

and my teeth… I 

have learned all 

that since I arrived 

I am very different 

from 2 years ago: I 

have learned a lot 

of new things and I 

will be able to 

teach others in the 

village and to tell 

my children what to 

do in all sorts of 

domains … you 

know, in all what we 

are learning …. For 

example I have 

learned something 

I had never been 

taught before: how 

to greet people 

properly and how to 

There are a lot of things in 

which I am different: I have 

learned a lot of new things: 

how to make syrup and 

gari*** and cakes and how to 

do braiding properly and of 

course sewing but also I 

know things just for myself: 

before I did not know how to 

be clean on my body, to 

change my clothes regularly 

and also I had never learned 

how to have a clean home as 

in the village, it is not very 

important and we don’t have 

latrines… Now I know how 

important it all is for health 

and I can also write my own 
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here and how to 

have a clean home. 

I can also see on 

the others how 

much we have all 

changed and 

improved.    

welcome them.  name and say a few things in 

French. I know a lot of 

things now!  

Question 3: 

Do you 

think what 

you have 

learned will 

change your 

future? 

How?  

This is a difficult 

question … but what 

I can say is that if 

I had just gone to a 

village 

apprenticeship, I 

would not know half 

of what I know now. 

With all I have 

learned I am sure 

my life will be 

better.  

When I think about 

tomorrow and the 

future, my ideas 

have changed. I 

know that when I 

finish my training, 

I’ll be able to face 

the struggles of 

life and succeed in 

my life and I know 

I will achieve 

things… Because 

what I have 

learned here is not 

things you can learn 

anywhere else in 

the village, it is 

quality-learning. 

And my mother 

already said to me 

that she wont do 

anymore for me 

when I finish my 

training and I will 

have to fence for 

myself but that’s 

OK. I know all will 

be OK for me.  

As I have already said, I 

know a lot of new things and 

a lot of good things, so the 

future will obviously be 

better and more positive … 

Thanks to all I am learning 

here, my life will be very 

different…  

Question 

4: What 

sort of 

feelings do 

you have 

generally 

when you 

think about 

your 

training?  

The feelings I have 

… well …I am very 

happy and also I 

feel that I am 

really much better 

than a lot of my 

friends and better 

than the other girls 

who are apprentices 

in the village shops.   

I can see that I am 

very lucky because 

I know plenty of 

other girls who 

would like to be 

here but they are 

not …   

If I was not studying here, 

for sure I would have been 

sent to Nigeria … ( painful 
expression on her face )  … 

or I would be simply going to 

the fields everyday of my 

life …   

*** Gari is a very fine flour made from cassava which has to undergo a long 
process before being edible. Gari is a delicacy and is consumed a lot in Benin.   
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 First lessons of an ongoing “direct” partnership 
             By Dominique Hounkonnou – Head of the follow-up team 

 
After 22 months of existence and in spite of some difficulties and problems that we 

have encountered and which, for some, are still unresolved, I can say with total 

confidence that the Sonagnon Training Centre for Girls is an achievement that everyone 

involved in its creation can be proud of.  

 

The principle of direct support to “grassroots development” is talked about a lot and is 

often heralded as the only durable and sustainable solution to the problems of our 

continent. I do believe this myself but to put it into practice is extremely difficult! To 

avoid taking the position of “intermediary” or “development broker” is to choose to 

benefit the users directly and durably but it is also choosing the path of collective and 

voluntary management at the village level relying therefore on villagers whose knowledge 

(often quite considerable) and reasoning is however different from our modern and 

educated ways. This means accepting a much slower rhythm of “learning by doing” on 
both sides and continually adapting as change has first to be “owned” by all concerned. 

It takes a long time to change mentalities and to effect real social change, in Africa as 

anywhere else!  

 

But even if 22 months for a “direct partnership” project is still barely the initial phase 

it is a fitting time to reflect on the achievements and the weaknesses in order to move 

forward and to progress:  

 
The things that are positive and are working well 
1. A real rallying-round of virtually everybody in the village for the common objective: 

e.g. to participate fully in the development of the locality and of the district through 

the education of girls who are in danger of being trafficked to Nigeria with 

disastrous consequences for them and their families.  

 

2. An effective training of the girls: In spite of some parents adopting a very unhelpful 

attitude, the girls are learning a lot of useful skills and are progressively blossoming 

into accomplished young women ready to face the world, a far cry from the “village 

girls” that they used to be! 

 

3. Good teachers/trainers convinced of the importance of their pioneering role: In the 

last ten years that I have been involved in Bonou (first to do some research for my 

PhD and then by being directly involved) I have been painfully aware of the high 

turn-over of personnel in the Health Centre. This is due to difficult village 

conditions for young men and women who are not used to them and the relative 

isolation of the place, far from any big city. The dedication of the 3 female trainers 
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and of the Directrice is therefore especially praiseworthy: they all believe in their 
teaching “mission” and know that they are working for a better future not only of 

the girls they train but, through them, of the country as a whole.   

 

4. Determined, hard-working and skilled Northern partners: the Friends of Bonou not 

only give money, go out in all weathers to sell necklaces and bags at markets and 

work very hard at securing bids to get more funds but also do a lot of thinking and 

planning. Quite a few of the committee members are what I call “atterrisseurs” 

(from atterrir, to land), people who are able to land ideas and dreams and translate 

the vision into palpable reality and see things through.  

 

5. A dedicated professional follow-up team that I lead, made up entirely of volunteers, 

something which is almost unheard of in our cultural context: In most set-ups 

involving Northern and Southern partners, it is normal practice to deduct 15 to 20 % 

from the project money for the support-team or to pay some members directly on an 

ad-hoc basis. But since the start we have all chosen to give our time freely as our 

contribution to the “common cause”. 

 
Areas for improvement   
1. A more intense collaboration between the village Elders and the follow-up team in 

order to prevent problems before they occur: For example concerning the parents 

refusing to pay for the girls’ food, it was not impressed soon enough on the parents 

that Friends of Bonou was going to withdraw their support for the food after a year.  

 

2. A better communication system for a deeper understanding between partners: Good 

detailed communication takes time and because of normal cultural differences of 

perception, misunderstandings have arisen in the past. Our time constraints, things 

and services which don’t work properly, roads and power supplies that get often cut 

off and huge social obligations towards extended families which take a lot of our 

energy are usually not fully grasped by Northern partners and Friends of Bonou is no 

exception … But our previous system based mainly on e-mails is being improved 

thanks to regular long phone conversations through Skype.    

 

3. Better forward-planning: Too often we find ourselves fighting fires which should not 

have started in the first place... A proper Work-Plan should go a long way to alleviate 

this problem.  

  

4. A deepening of our cooperation with the national and local authorities in Benin. This 

cooperation has started but is slow to bear fruit as the bureaucracies in our 

countries are top-heavy and slow moving…   

 
To conclude and even if I am repeating myself, 22 months is only a beginning and the 

kind of “direct” project that we are all working hard for in Bonou, is like a rose: it has a 

few thorns and should be handled carefully but it is beautiful, fragrant and give pleasure 

to a lot of people! 

Long life to our cooperation and Happy New Year to all! 
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The Construction of the Library at the Lycée          
in Dangbo (our Kennington Overseas Aid Funded Project) 

    by Patsy Townsend – Committee Member 

 
I’ll take us back to the beginning of 2007 when the village of Kennington, near 

Oxford, adopted the Friends of Bonou as its project for the year; a thrill for 

FOB as it promised to be our largest amount of funding received in one tranche 

to date. 

 

Throughout 2007 the whole village of Kennington was involved in a wide range of 

funding events – from dinners, to fun-runs, fetes, lunches and concerts.  

Members of the FOB committee had the pleasure of attending some of these; to 

give moral support as well as information and presentations about the Dangbo 

Educational project, the project the fundraising would support in due course.  

We were extremely impressed with the enthusiasm, commitment and sheer hard 

work, which the KOA committee and many of their villagers demonstrated during 

the year. In November 2007 we, as a committee, attended the KOA meeting to 

receive our cheque for £21,605, a fantastic sum and above our expectation.  We 

were able to show the architect’s plans for the Dangbo library at that meeting 

and of course to voice our deepest thanks to KOA.  We left excited at the 

prospect of funding a building, which would be a significant contribution to the 

education of over 2600 students at the Lycée (Secondary School) in Dangbo. 

 

Six weeks later in January 2008 during Laurence and Patsy’s visit to Benin, 

contracts were signed with Richard Ahoussinou, our project manager and with 

the “entrepreneur” (building contractor) who was to undertake the build.  

 
It was anticipated that the building work for the library and the reading room 

would begin in March and indeed it started on schedule. Unfortunately however, 

building activity was halted for several months because of a national shortage of 

concrete!!!  This was due to some major government construction project that 

had taken precedence over all other work across the whole country.  This is the 

sort of delay we might expect in a developing country and one which did not 

cause us any anxiety.   Richard, our project manager reported to us regularly to 

update us but there was nothing we could do but wait……………  

 
Following this unforeseen delay, the work on site did recommence but at a 

rather slower pace and our concern was that the entrepreneur had work 
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elsewhere which was taking precedence.  Richard tried to keep the entrepreneur 

on task through regular site meetings but commented on one occasion - “Comme 

observation, il a été noté que le rythme de travail est un peu lent” (the work 

rhythm is a little slow)!!  A touch of optimistic understatement perhaps! 

 
The expected completion date was July – in reality we have completed in 

December!  But what a magnificent building, one KOA and we can be rightly 

proud of.  The inauguration will take place at some point during the year when it 

can be arranged between the school and ourselves, and a plaque installed 

acknowledging the successful FOB and KOA partnership! 

 
The Evolution of the Lycée Library, Dangbo – in pictures 
 

    
March 2008  May 2008       July 2008         November 2008 

 

    

December 2008 – the finished article!! 

 
 

The shelves …  The reading room … and more shelves!  
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Treasurer’s Report   
By Mark Bale  

 

Naturally enough, notwithstanding that the purpose of The Friends of Bonou is 

considerably more than just the “sending of money for a good cause in Africa”, 

the raising of funds is nevertheless crucial to the continuing success of the 

projects we are involved in, and we are enormously grateful to all those who give 

money and provide grants. Special mention is also due for the special fund-

raising activities carried out by committee members and other friends like the 

sale of necklaces which have generated a profit of some £4,500 in 2008. We 

have also received over £700 from the Oxford High School from a fashion show 

they held for the benefit of the Friends, the school’ s adopted charity.  

Somewhere else in this report, you can read about the £21,600 provided by 

Kennington Overseas Aid and the grant of £2,700 from the Dragon School for 

primary school text-books. Finally, we managed to raise £25,000 from a number 

of charitable trusts towards the cost of a dormitory in the Sonagnon Centre. 

 

Since we started in 2003 up to the end of 2008, we have raised a total of 

£105,000 for use in projects in Bonou, chiefly the rebuilding of the health 

centre there (finished in 2006), the building and establishment of the girls' 

training centre, the purchase of books for primary school children, the purchase 

of a heavy-duty photocopier and the building of a library at nearby Dangbo 

secondary school, and for the construction of the dormitory at Sonagnon. A 

summary of the figures from our accounts since our inception is given below: 

 22.3.03
-

12.7.04 

13.7.04
-5.4.05 

Y/e 
5.4.0
6 

Y/e 
5.4.0
7 

Y/e 
5.4.08 

Total 

 £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Donations received 4,564 4,715  3,939  5,914 9,277 28,409 

Tax refund     786     821   1,152 1,352   4,111 

Contributions from 

Les Amis de Bonou 

France 

2,099   718 1,907   2,371 1,630   8,725 

Profits from fund-

raising activities 

     0      1,788  6,357   6,122 28,818 43,085 

Administrative 

expenses 

  (101)   (538)   (323)   (889)   (687) (2,538) 

Profit on exchange 

(see note below) 

       0       0         0        0     895    895 
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Funds available for 

charitable purposes 

6,562 7,469 12,701 14,670 41,285 82,687 

Transfers to Benin 

for development 

work 

 

6,370 

 

3,618 

 

12,817 

 

13,890 

   

22,266 

  

58,961 

Increase/(decrease) 

in funds 

       192      3,851    (116)    780   19,019  23,726 

Funds bought 

forward 

      0    192  4,043  3,928  4,708  

Increase/(decrease)    192 3,851    (115)      780  19,019  

Funds carried 

forward 

  192 4,043  3,928  4,708 23,727  

Note: the profit on exchange show above is misleading, in that it represents an increase 
in value in sterling terms, of a deposit in our name held in Benin. This increase is caused 
by a slide in the value of sterling, which of course works to our disadvantage by 
increasing the costs we have to meet using local currency. 

 
The rate of exchange between sterling and CFA has worsened considerably over 

the last 18 months or so, going from around £1 = 1,000 CFA, to £1 = 831 CFA at 

5th April 2008, to £1 = 715 CFA at 16th January 2009.  It is therefore going to 

be correspondingly difficult to maintain our financial contribution to the 

projects in which we’re involved. 

This table above shows that up to 5th April 2008, we had paid over for our 

projects nearly £59,000 since we started.  At 5th April 2008, most of the 

£23,727 on hand was actually held at a bank account in Benin in the name of the 

Friends, in the local currency, West African francs or CFA franc.   

 

The £59,000 has been spent on projects in Bonou as follows: 

 £ 
Restocking of pharmacy    1,000 

Building of maternity block  12,779 

Building of Sonagnon girls’ training centre         14,976 

School books           2,041 

School roof repair              200 

Football kit for local school              498 

Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2007’s term 1 (of 4)    4,942       

Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2007’s term 2    1,902 

Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2007’s terms 3 and 4    6,225 

Budgeted running costs of Sonagnon, for 2008’s terms 1 and 2    3,470 

Local training courses     1,317 

Building of library at Dangbo secondary school (part of total 

cost) 

   9,416 

Other expenses       195 

Total  58,961 
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WHO IS WHO? 
 

In the village of Asrossa-Bonou:    

        
1  2  3  4  5 

      
6  7   8    9  10 

1 Elie KONNOU    President of the Council of Elders  

2 Yvette AGOSSA  President of the Executive Bureau of the Sonagnon 

Association  

3 Ernest CAKPO  President of the Sonagnon Monitoring Committee   

4 Adjibade NOUHOUNMON Elected Village Chief  

5 Sidonie HOUNKPATIN Treasurer of the Sonagnon Association  

6 Lazare BONOU  High status member of the Council of Elders   

7 Albertine AYIMASSE General Secretary of the Executive Bureau of the 

Sonagnon Association 

8 Alfred ZANMENOU      Manager of the CREP (Micro-finance institution) 

9 Clément AWONDOKPO High status member of the Council of Elders   
10 Honoré DANSSOU    Head of the “Zangbeto” the traditional soothsaying and 

magic authority 

 

In the follow-up team:   

       
1   2  3  4  5 

1 Dominique HOUNKONNOU  Agronomist and International Development Consultant   

2 Paulin NOUMADO                Agronomist and grassroots development expert 

3 Adeline ADJAGBA   Sewing stylist and seamstress   

4 Gabin SAVY   English teacher  

5 Dossa AGUEMON   Agronomist, finishing a PhD on local development  
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In the Sonagnon Centre:   

      
1  2  3  4  5  6 

1 Rokiatou KALAM     Directrice  

2 Sophie GANGBO     Hairdressing trainer 

3 Germaine ADIKIN    Food Processing Trainer  

4 Jéronime MEDENOU    Sewing Trainer  

5 Germaine CAKPO   Supervisor (in charge of discipline)   

6 Léon SOHOTO   French and literacy Teacher   
 

And in the Committee of F.O.B.:   

       
1  2  3  4 

        
5  6  7 

 
1 Peter DEVLIN  District Judge - Chair of FOB  

2 Laurence LALANNE Journalist – Founder &  General Secretary of FOB  

3 Mark BALE   Accountant - Treasurer of FOB 

4 Patsy TOWNSEND Charity Director – Committee Member    

5 Susie SNYDER  Ordained Anglican priest finishing a PhD on asylum-   

seekers and the Church - Committee Member  
6 Barbara COYNE   Special-needs teacher – Committee Member  
7 Caro FICKLING   Retired NHS Manager – Committee Member  
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School Links in 2008  
By Patsy Townsend and Barbara Coyne 

 

We had begun last year to make some inroads into developing a link between the 

Marlborough School, Woodstock and the Lycée in Dangbo where we have been 

building the library.  Unfortunately this faltered due to several reasons; the 

global link teacher at the school here was very interested and we had some 

positive sessions with her students.  However, in the end they decided that a 

link with an English-speaking school would be a lot easier to run - understandably 

as communication is an issue even when the spoken language is the same 

(unreliable postal services, lack of availability of email etc).  It was also difficult 

to communicate even through us with Dangbo Lycée – although some letters were 

exchanged between students initially through the Modern Foreign Languages 

Department at the Marlborough.   So we move on………… 

 

Friends of Bonou continues to value its close connection with Oxford High 

School (OHS) and the support of the girls and their families has been 

unswerving since OHS designated Friends of Bonou as one of the school’s 

official charities in 2005 . One of the highlights of the OHS/Friends of Bonou 

year is the annual Fashion Show.  Coordinated by Miss. Stewart, the Textile 

students model their creative and professionally turned-out work in a colourful 

evening of catwalk, dance performances and exciting African Drumming. The 

2008 Fashion Show raised £ 733. 00 and plans are already in place for the 2009 

Show.  By holding a ‘mufti’ Day (girls pay £1 to wear ordinary clothes instead of 

uniform!) OHS raised several hundred pounds more for FOB!! Wonderful work – 

thank you!  

  

The OHS students are very committed to the Bonou projects and in 2009 we 

look forward to having them involved not only in fundraising but in the updating 

and management of the FOB website and communication about Friends of Bonou 

with the broader community.  Our grateful thanks go to Miss. Lusk, Mrs. Curry 

and Mrs. Berry for their continued interest in and support of Friends of Bonou 

at OHS. 

 
A very promising development recently has been the flourishing of the seed of 

interest shown by the Head-teacher and staff of Wooton-by-Woodstock 

primary school this year.  In March 2008, following our visit to Benin, Patsy 

visited Wooton once more to report back on the delivery of primary school 
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books we had made while in Benin with the funding support from Wooton.  Patsy 

took some small musical instruments – some shakers and a metal cymbal as a 

token thank you from the pupils in Benin.  The school remained interested in 

developing a link but our feelers put out in Benin for a partner had not paid 

dividends.   

 

However, this autumn a contact was made through Félix Houinsou, a journalist 

colleague of Laurence’s who has put us in touch with Monsieur Augustin Fiogbé, 

the head teacher of “Complexe Scolaire La Terre de Canaan”.  This is a 

combined (nursery, primary and secondary) school in Abomey-Calavi 13 

kilometres from the capital Cotonou.  There are 200 pupils in the primary 

section in comparison to 60 at Wooton!  Patsy exchanged several emails in 

French with the very charming Monsieur Augustin, as it was important to stress 

since the start the nature of the link (that it wasn’t about funding but about 

cultural exchange) and she visited Wooton once again; the head had asked 2 of 

her staff to take on the link as they are about to begin to deliver basic French 

to the pupils – an opportunity indeed! So teachers Sarah Brown and Lesley 

Heffer will be beginning to establish contact with Monsieur Augustin; Sarah 

sent an initial email before Christmas with a photo of Wooton School.  It is quite 

amusing to see us struggling somewhat in our French and the Beninois also trying 

to communicate in English.  Vive la différence!   

 

We have encouraged both schools to start their twinning simply, perhaps initially 

with just exchanging information between teachers and then hopefully 

progressing to some communications between pupils and some joint curriculum 

work… but that is probably way down the line.  We will continue to support and 

facilitate as much as possible and act as couriers when we visit Benin.  We will 

keep fingers crossed and hope it succeeds this time. 
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  Getting Involved in 2009 
By Susie Snyder – Committee member  

 

 
I don’t know about you, but I’ve never been a great one for New Year’s 

Resolutions. 1st January is usually spent in a more or less comatose state and all 

will-power to make or keep any possible resolution has usually evaporated before 

I’ve hit lunchtime. But New Year is a good time to make a commitment to do 

something new and this is why we thought we’d include a piece on getting more 

involved in Friends of Bonou for those who might be interested. 

 

It’s often hard to know what to do though, isn’t it? We want to make a 

contribution to our society and world – to support those who are struggling in all 

sorts of ways – but most of us are very strapped for time, and giving money 

seems to be about where our imagination and energy end. Financial resources are 

of course hugely important: without them, Friends of Bonou would have collapsed 

ages ago! But I’m pretty sure that some of us also wish there were other ways in 

which we could have a bit more of a ‘real’ connection with actual people. This isn’t 

easy given that Benin is thousands of miles away, but there are a few ways you 

might be able to get a bit more involved with people here if you’d like to. Here 

are some suggestions for 2009: 

 

Awareness- and Fund-Raising 
Have you thought about going to speak at your local school, church or WI to let 

them know about Friends of Bonou, and encourage their support? Encouraging 

people to engage with those in the two-thirds world is a vital part of our work. 

We can provide resources, including a ready-made Power point presentation, 

workshops on slavery for schools or on poverty, a talk on the origin and cultural 

significance of African beads and much more …   

 

Bead Sales 
Every month, we sell beaded necklaces (made by Laurence with Benin beads) at 

different markets around Oxfordshire to raise money. They make great 

presents for friends (from £20), so how about coming along to help out at one 

of the markets one time? Also, parties to sell beads in people’s houses are great 

fund-raisers and great fun!  

 

Organising Events and Administration 
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If you’re more of an administrator and have even a couple of hours to spare a 

month, you could help to organise an event or workshop, or assist with writing 

letters, managing material for the website or other bits and bobs – all from your 

own home! 

 

Ideas-People 
Are you one of those people, who always has lots of good ideas? If so, it would 

be great to hear about ideas you have for fundraising or publicity. 

 

Easter Grand Draw 
Have you anything you might be able to donate as a prize for our grand draw 

coming up around Easter time? A bottle, a holiday home, a dinner, skills you 

might be able to share etc… 

 

 

Please get in touch with Laurence or any of us if you’re interested in any of 
the above: it would be great if even a few more people were involved in a 
hands-on way. 
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DONATION FORM 
 

Yes, I want to give The Friends of Bonou £……………… 

This time □  

Regularly   □ by setting up a standing order (Fill in the form on the next page)  

 

 

Name……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Email …………..………………………………………………………………………… 

Phone number………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Please send this form + the GIFT AID declaration belowto the FOB Treasurer:    

Mr Mark BALE - 106 Staunton Road – Headington - OXFORD OX3 7TN 

 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 
 
I want The Friends of Bonou to treat all donations I have made since 13th 

July 2004 and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid Donations, until 

I notify otherwise.  

I am a tax- payer. 

 

Name:…………………………………………. 

 

Address: ………………………………… 

…………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………… 

 

Date:…………………………………………. 

 

Signature:……………………………………… 
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STANDING ORDER FORM 
to be sent to your BANK, not to us! 

 
To the Manager of………………………………………….Bank 

Address…………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………Post code………………. 
 

 

My account details are as follows: 

Name of Account…………………………………………………………………………... 

Account number…………………………………………………………………………………. 

Sort code……………………… 

 
Please pay the sum of £……………to The Friends of Bonou each month, 

on the …… of each month commencing on……… and until further notice. 

 

 

Recipient bank details are as follows: 

Name of Account:  The Friends of Bonou 

Bank Branch:  Lloyds Bank, 87 London Road, Headington,  

Oxford OX3 9AB 

Sort Code:   30-94-04                

Account Number:   01901663 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Name…………………………………………………   Date ……………………………………………………… 

 
 

 

 


