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 “Aid from Africa to Europe set to increase “ 
By Peter Devlin – President   

 
Can you imagine such a headline? Of course not as we are too used to consider aid as a transfer of money from rich to poor countries. 
However it is worth reminding all of us from time to time that Africa exports more money to the West in debt repayments than it receives in 
aid! But Africa SHOULD help us, not financially but in the realm of community values. These values are immediately apparent to all our 
supporters who have been to Benin and to other Europeans who have lived in Africa.  
 
Richard Dowden Director of the Royal African Society puts it very well in a recent article in “The Times” when he writes: “Africa’s traditional 
communalism has a lot to teach a world that suffers from loneliness and depression. Africa still possesses the sort of community that we talk 
about but rarely experience and best of all a society that does not leave its members to grow old and die neglected and alone.” In other words 
extended family, hospitality given and received both as duty and pleasure, the importance of collective engagement and action are what 
matter. In contrast, our society of self-help and individualism, of fractured families and shocking treatment of old and vulnerable make us poor 
in African eyes. Most people in the North would find it hard to accept that it is possible to be financially poor but happy, fulfilled and an active 
member of a functioning collective society. If you went to Bonou and asked: “where are the poor people? We have come to help them” you 
would be told that there were no poor people in the village. If however you were to say that you wanted to help the villagers realise their goals 
of building a health centre and a training centre for girls then the help would be gratefully received. 
 
In Africa you are very rarely alone and privacy is NOT an option because as Dowden writes “You are who you are through others.”  In Benin 
our friends, in Bonou and elsewhere, go to 3 or 4 communal events each week from baptisms to weddings to funerals to huge celebrations of 
every kind: the first mass of a recently ordained priest, the official beginning of road-works, the graduation of a child, the Voodoo National Day 
etc …. Their social network is vast and when you want to buy a new car or find out the name of a mechanic or send your child to another 
school, you don’t rely on adverts or go to the Internet or the phone book, you call someone you know, who knows somebody else who is able 
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to help and so on: Everything is done through social and family networks and contacts. In Bonou there is, what seems to us, a plethora of 
Councils and Committees for each aspect of village life but they ensure that everyone’s voice in the community is heard and that needs are 
addressed.  

 
Communalism however has big disadvantages too: Requests for hospitality and money from distant relatives cannot be refused and it often 
makes societies deeply conservative: Not only are divisive truths not discussed for fear of creating a rift resulting in crucial decisions not taken 
but the cultural status-quo and traditions are preserved at great cost and changes very often strongly resisted. The problems FOB has had with 
some of the girls’ parents refusing to pay for their girls’ food and education fees, illustrate this: Girls don’t need to be “educated” as they are 
supposed to bring money and certainly not impinge on the family resources! But little by little things are changing, thanks to some enlightened 
pioneers in the village who understand the importance of educating girls, thanks to our follow-up team who go to Bonou regularly and do their 
utmost to change mentalities (even if the pace seemed snail-like to our northern standards!) and of course thanks to all of you and your 
continued support: Nothing could be done without you and your help really makes a difference.  
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Soon to be scattered: the girls’ last furlong 
By Laurence Lalanne, General Secretary 

 
With the graduation of the first 20 “Sonagnon girls” in Mid February 2010, we are soon approaching the conclusion of three exciting and 
sometimes difficult years. The difficulties we have encountered with some of the girls’ parents are hopefully behind us as we have taken 
specific steps: the parents of the new intake of girls are being interviewed with the aim of exploring in some detail their motivation and their 
commitment to their daughters’ education. They will be required to pay for food in advance, every three months, and to sign a written contract 
in the local language to that effect.  
 

Already last summer and very recently as well, we have witnessed some encouraging developments with more parents contributing food in 
kind (maize, cassava, eggs, firewood for cooking) and also a bit of money. This had coincided with the return of the girls from holidays at 
home where they could “show off” for the first time their accomplishments in food processing, hairdressing, dying and sewing. Several of the 
girls reported that they had earned small sums of money, therefore in the village and not in Nigeria, and that their parents were pleased! In a 
small way this shows that just as in many other cases in development work, “the proof of the pudding is in the eating;” that is to say the 
villagers as a whole and not only the Elders will start truly to understand the value of educating girls if they can directly relate that education to 
a palpable benefit for themselves; no amount of theory or examples taken from elsewhere will convince them. Hence it is absolutely essential 
that the girls graduating in February succeed in establishing themselves as independent micro-entrepreneurs and, just as importantly, that they 
are seen by the villagers to be succeeding.  
   
With this in mind we have this year initiated classes in “Management of micro-enterprises” and you can read more on this in Paulin Noumado’s 
piece for this report. We are also going to provide small “start-up funds” for each of the girls when they graduate - half in equipment and half 
as a cash loan which they will have to reimburse over the first year, and which will act as an introduction to micro-credit systems.  
Our follow-up team, in collaboration with the Centre’s Staff, is working at this very moment on establishing a system which will ensure that the 
graduating girls are properly followed and monitored when they leave the Centre. This system will act as both a support system and a sort of 
“early warning” system in case they experience difficulties.  
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This year we have also brought quite a few improvements and additions to the Centre equipment: A new embroidery machine, a new 
traditional oven which allows more variety in cooking and baking, a small generator, a TV and a small DVD player for the girls’ entertainment 
within the Centre which is a welcome addition to the sets of drums that we bought last year for them! What seems to be absolutely certain is 
that they can indeed hold their own in the technical side as they are undoubtedly very proficient in their specialty:  
 

   
 Achievements in sewing and tailoring                  New baking skills               The hairdressers at work   

 
However the last six months have not been all work and no play: In December the girls completed the 3rd yearly two-day excursion of their 
curriculum. After Porto-Novo and the Kouti vocational school during the first year, they went the second year to another vocational School in 
Bohicon and then visited the Palace of Abomey, siege of the most famous dynasty of the Dahomey kingdom. Finally this year they visited the 
economic capital, Cotonou (for the first time for most of them) and the historic sites of Ouidah. In Cotonou they were treated to the highlights 
of the capital: the huge Dankokpa market, Government House, the International Conference Centre and the Airport. They were appalled by the 
pollution and the noise, marvelled at all the modern buildings but it was the discovery of the planes that amazed them more: They could not 
believe the size of them as they had only seen them previously in the sky like “little birds with an engine”. They were housed in the “Maison de 
l’Espérance” a similar Centre to Sonagnon but much bigger and with considerably more money as it is funded by Italian Silesian Nuns and 
therefore backed by several Italian Catholic dioceses. There the curriculum is much shorter (6 months) and they concentrate on food for 
catering, soap-making but mainly on bakery. The girls were particularly interested by this as they had always thought that bakery is a man’ job 
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and to see girls making bread and sell it in the Maison’s shop was a great revelation for them! The second day they visited Ouidah and the 
slavery sites which moved them considerably especially the Tree of Oblivion and the paraphernalia of the slave trade in the Old Portuguese 
Fort. But the real discovery was THE SEA, its immensity and its “permanent roaring” (sic) which apparently left them all speechless for a while!   
 

     
       Cotonou: the International Conference Centre                                                 Cotonou: The Maison de l’Espérance                    

 
Looking ahead to 2010, we are looking forward to meeting the new intake of girls, to improving the literacy classes and to introducing market 
gardening and possibly small animal husbandry and of course to building the new “Internat” dormitory block (see plan below)! We are also 
looking forward to start short courses for girls from the village and neighbouring areas who just want to acquire a short specialisation like 
embroidery for example or a special dying technique or for adult women wanting to learn a bit of home sewing. These courses could also be 
used as refresher courses.  Opening out the centre to wider community use should be of benefit to the staff and students but also hopefully 
increase the sense of community ownership, as well as perhaps supporting the running costs of the centre and thus encouraging sustainability.  
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 Treasurer’s Report - By Mark Bale  
 
Throughout 2009, people have contributed in a variety of ways to the raising of funds to support the work of The Friends of Bonou.  We are 
extremely grateful in particular to our regular contributors who make donations by standing order: through these we have a regular reliable 
income which allows us to plan. We have occasional donors too, whose contributions (very often quite substantial) are no less welcome! 
 
The major fund-raising effort in the year has been the application to various charitable trusts for grants to help fund the dormitory block 
(Internat) at Sonagnon, essential to the long-term success of the Training Centre – the girls having to sleep on the floor of their working areas 
is no more than adequate as an interim measure.  The making of such applications is a very time-consuming process, as (quite rightly) the 
trustees of large charitable funds are very demanding in the evidence they require to support such applications.  In the year, grants totalling 
just under £26,000 were received (making a cumulative fund today of £30,000, towards a target of £53,000 at the current exchange rate). 
 
We are still in touch with our sister charity in Paris, Les Amis de Bonou, although they are not as active as the Friends in the UK. We have 
received contributions of around £ 3,000.00 from Les Amis in 2009.  The Oxford High School has continued to be very supportive, retaining 
The Friends of Bonou as their chosen charity.  From various events at the school, we are grateful for donations in 2009, of over £2,200. 
 
Over the course of 2009, certain committee members have continued to work very hard, making necklaces from beads bought in Benin, and 
selling them at various open-air markets around Oxfordshire.  This has yielded a profit (after deducting essentially just the cost of the beads 
bought in Benin) of just under £4,000 in the year. 

 
Since we started in 2003 up to the end of 2009, we have raised a total of £136,000 for use in projects in Bonou, chiefly the rebuilding of the 
health centre there, the building and establishment of the girls' Sonagnon training centre, the building of a library at nearby Dangbo secondary 
school, and for the construction of the dormitory at Sonagnon. 
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We have recently engaged the services of a firm of chartered accountants in the capital, Cotonou, for the preparation of formal accounts for 
Sonagnon.  Once we are satisfied that our relationship with them, and theirs with the centre, are working well, we will be able to be less 
involved in the detailed accounting arrangements at Sonagnon. Sonagnon should of course in the long term be thoroughly independent of our 
involvement, and subject to local accounting rigour and checking, and we look forward to this being the case in 2010. 
 
A summary of the main figures from our accounts since our inception in 2003 is given below: 
 22.3.03-

12.7.04 
13.7.04-
5.4.05 

Y/e 
5.4.06 

Y/e 
5.4.07 

Y/e 
5.4.08 

Y/e 
5.4.09 

Total 

 £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Donations received 4,564 4,715 3,939 5,914 9,277 6,037 34,446 

Tax refund  786 821 1,152 1,352 1,313 5,424 

Grants for 
dormitory 

     25,981 25,981 

Contributions from 
Les Amis de Bonou 

2,099 718 1,907 2,371 1,630 2,287 11,012 

Profits from fund-
raising activities 

0 1,788 6,357 6,122 28,818 3,971 47,056 

Administrative 
expenses 

(101) (538) (323) (889) (687) (1,308) (3,846) 

Bank deposit 
interest 

     60 60 

Profit on exchange 
(see note below) 

0 0 0 0 895 1,641 2,536 

Funds available for 
charitable 
purposes 

6,562 7,469 12,701 14,670 41,285 39,982 122,669 

Transfers to Benin 
for development 
work 

6,370 3,618 12,816 13,890 22,266 22,829 81,789 

Increase/(decreas
e) in funds 

192 3,851 (115) 780 19,019 17,153 40,880 

Funds bought forward       0    192   4,043   3,928  4,708 23,727  
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Increase/decrease    192 3,851    (115)       780  19,019 17,153  

Funds carried 
forward 

  192 4,043  3,928   4,708 23,727 40,880  

 
Note: the profit on exchange show above is misleading, in that it represents an increase in value in sterling terms, of a deposit in our name 
held in Benin in West African francs.  This increase is caused by a slide in the value of sterling, which of course works to our disadvantage by 
increasing the costs we have to meet using local currency. Fortunately, the rate of exchange between sterling and CFA has not worsened over 
the course of 2009, remaining at the same £1 = 726cfa as it started the year.  The pound is though notoriously weak, and we look forward to 
an economic recovery in the UK.  As a measure of the cost to us of the slump of the pound, the dormitory is currently going to cost around 
£53,000, instead of the £38,000 it would have cost at the exchange rate which ruled in early 2007. 
 
This table above shows that up to 5th April 2009, we had paid over for our projects nearly £82,000 since we started spent in Bonou as follows: 

 £ 
Restocking of pharmacy    1,000 
Building of maternity block  12,779 
Building of Sonagnon girls’ training centre   14,976 
School books     3,711 
School roof repair        200 
Football kit for local school        498 
Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2007’s term 1 (of 4)    4,942      
Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2007’s term 2    1,902 
Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2007’s terms 3 and 4    6,225 
Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2008’s terms 1 and 2    3,470 
Running costs of Sonagnon, for 2008’s terms 3 and 4 3,376 
Reserve for running costs of Sonagnon for 2009’s term 1 2,400 
Payment for materials used by girls at Sonagnon 1,014 
Payment for local accounting, and related training 882 
Local training courses     1,317 
Building of library at Dangbo secondary school   22,902 
Other expenses       195 
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Why have you chosen to be a “Friend of Bonou”?  
By some of its members  

 
 

“I chose to support FOB because I feel countries like Benin which are stable democracies often lose out on support to those which are 
obviously troubled and therefore get more publicity. Anyone with a smattering of knowledge of development issues knows of the importance of 
education, especially of girls, in the fight against world poverty. Friends of Bonou are giving help where it matters, cost effectively.”  
Julia Kent – Solicitor  
 
“I moved to Oxford in 2005 and became involved in supporting Friends of Bonou because of my school’s link with the charity. The facts about 
poverty in Africa are always startling, and Benin is a very poor country. But I have learned to appreciate how close-knit and supportive a 
community like Bonou can be in spite of what seem to us to be overwhelming challenges. And by getting to know Bonou more personally (by 
helping with fundraising, attending presentations, and through the FOB newsletters and website) I am beginning  to understand more clearly 
the kinds of issues which can affect a small African community and how important it is for each community to  find  and put in place their own 
solutions to their problems. It has been wonderful to see the Sonagnon Centre get established and it is very exciting that its first intake of 
students will be graduating soon! My friends and I recognise that we take so much for granted regarding our education and opportunities and 
so we are particularly glad to be able to support education for young women not much older than ourselves; we learn a lot from the example 
set by the Bonou students who are determined to succeed and become valuable and respected members of their communities. One of the 
things that makes FOB special is the way members of the FOB Committee visit the village regularly, sit down with and really listen  while the 
elders identify priorities and decide how best FOB can assist them in achieving their goals.  It would be wonderful to visit Bonou one day and 
see really positive development in action! Amanda Hollows - Aged 15 - Year 11 in Oxford High School 
 
“I am particularly pleased to support FoB because of the very direct way in which the organization is run and the fact that one always feels 
close to its work. Laurence liaises personally with those in Bonou to discuss ideas and establish the priority of needs, visits regularly to observe 
progress there and reports to us all with lively newsletters so that we can see developments more or less as they happen. One feels involved in 
a dynamic endeavour, a partnership; there is more to being a supporter than simply "giving money".  
Ursula Gibbons – Entertainment Administrator    
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“I wanted to support Friends of Bonou because it’s so nice to have an almost direct link with a very concrete development project but the main 
reason is the girls’ empowerment aspect, which, after years of being in development myself, I know is really at the heart of how Africa can 
change for the better.  It may be a cliché, but if you educate a woman you educate a whole community. This becomes true when that 
individual girl grows up and contributes her skills back home rather than emigrating and she is bound to educate her own children to do 
likewise.  But even right here and now, it seems to me that FOB is ALSO bringing about a very important attitude change about girls deserving 
to be educated in the first place. This change would perhaps come slowly, on its own, but FOB is speeding it up, and this is a pattern that 
should be happening all over Africa, but unfortunately old patriarchal values die hard, and this sort of education for girls is very rare. Laurence 
and her friends in both Benin and the UK are very good at communicating with us, her supporters and the FOB newsletter and annual report is 
the only one that I read all the way through, out of all the charities I support (which include Friends of the Earth, WWF, Christian Aid, SOS 
Sahel etc.).  The reason must be that it’s so personal in tone and never seems to leave out the problems and setbacks as well as the 
successes.  Community development is not at all easy and FOB never pretends that it is.  Following this project is a fascinating experience and 
well worth my monthly contribution!” Dr Mary Myers – Development Communications Consultant  
 
“I have been so delighted to be connected to FOB! To find a charity where you know exactly how the money is spent, with no 'middle man' 
involved and virtually no admin costs is very rewarding and getting first hand regular feedback from the ongoing work is both interesting and 
enlightening. I have also been quite impressed with the long term investment and commitment which FOB has chosen, rather than a quick fix 
enterprise. FOB has always been very honest and open about the difficulties facing charity work and its willingness to tackle these head-on is 
very impressive. One particularly moving moment for me was reading and seeing the pictures of the children receiving text books and their joy 
to be able to study, something which we take so much for granted here in Britain. I find it humbling to see how relatively little can mean so 
much and make such a difference. Mary Rose Gibson – Publishing Sales Consultant 
 
“I am interested in the work that FOB does because I believe that educating women is an absolute priority in developing countries; to educate 
a woman is to educate a family and the next generation. I also know one of the founders of the charity and I trust that monies are spent as 
designated. I have other charity commitments, in particular to Pakistan where I lived for a long time; but supporting Friends of Bonou when I 
can is a small gesture towards Africa, a part of the developing world I know so little about but am interested in nevertheless. I therefore enjoy 
reading the newsletters, which are full of interesting and informative details on the work in Bonou and on the actual “process” 
of development”. Susannah Harris-Wilson – Retired English teacher  
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 Still a challenge: Fundraising for FOB in 2009 
By Patsy Townsend  

 
2009, indeed like other years, has proved to be challenging for raising funds for the work of FOB.  The recession has undoubtedly affected our 
business in markets, particularly our regular “nice little earner’ the Farmers Market in Chipping Norton.   Attempts to find new markets or other 
outlets for our necklaces and bags have been difficult but nevertheless we have maintained a good flow of funds into our account and so been 
able to maintain our support for our various ongoing projects in Bonou, the Sonagnon Girls Training Centre in particular. 
 
Events 
We have held a variety of events during the year and also had events held on our behalf by our supporters. These have included: 

� A “private bead party” hosted on a Saturday by Shirley Clark in North Oxford raised over £700 and with Champagne and delicious cakes 
proved to be a very popular morning! During that morning, Laurence gave her first  ‘Bead Talk’, a fascinating account of the history and 
significance of beads to the African way of life   

� A concert held in St Andrews Church Headington: the musicians were mainly British and the music mainly Irish but it was all for Benin! 
Saint Andrews Church is also one of our “big” contributors as their Mission Committee has adopted FOB since 2008 as their recipient 
charity for 4 years and they have been very generous with their support.     

� A singing workshop ‘Rejoice the Voice’ where we joined with the Mali Development group to raise funds by providing a lunch and where 
we also sold our beads and bags. Over £300 was raised for FOB – and we will be repeating this event in 2010 

� Quiz Night on 10th October – kindly and generously run for us by Beth Lang:  A very entertaining evening with a delicious supper, raffle 
etc which yielded over £1200.  Our most successful event to date! 

� Various other market and church sales – where in all weathers … and sometimes with very little success, we have tried to sell our 
products. 
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The Wheatley Factor 
There is no doubt that Peter and Laurence’s move to Wheatley has been very advantageous to FOB in terms of fundraising opportunities.  It 
has proved to be a rich seam of support.  Bead and bag sales, events, and sales of antique Venetian beads all have proved successful when 
held in Wheatley: If you walk in the village, you can see quite a lot of ladies wearing familiar necklaces!  Donations and support from the 
Wheatley United Reform Church have also been very significant. 
 
OHS 
Another loyal and consistent supporter, Oxford High School and our champions there, Sophie and Amanda, continue to bring in steady and 
regular funds for FOB, whether through events like their Fashion Show, Mufti Days etc. or small donations.  FOB remains their chosen charity 
and we appreciate very much the continuing support of staff, parents and students over many years now. 
 
Private Donations 
We remain very grateful to private individuals who, either by regular monthly contributions or through one-off donations (some of which are 
anonymous), continue to support our work.  Their contribution combined with the Gift Aid we can claim back from HM Revenue, is our bread 
and butter without which we could not meet the regular revenue costs of the Sonagnon Training Centre.  
 
The “Internat” Fund 
Our major building project for next year is the “Internat” (or boarding house) for the girls at Sonagnon; the plans are drawn up and the first 
phase of the building is out to tender.  We have raised £30,000 to date and need to raise a further £23,000 for completion of the project.  We 
are waiting on one outstanding trust bid.  
 
New Sources of Funding 
We continue to look for new sources of funding but this year has proved difficult. Approaches to shops to sell our necklaces or attempts to find 
new markets have not been successful. We are always open to new ideas for the future either in terms of new events or new supporters. 
 
Looking Forward 
We look forward to 2010 and to commencing our next building project, the “Internat”.  This of course will be a major undertaking but we feel 
confident that this can go ahead into its first phase. We hope next year to sell our products, the beautiful necklaces and bags, through our 
website so watch this space and revisit the website on www.friendsofbonou.org . 
 
Fundraising of course, remains very hard work and we always welcome any support, help or new ideas. 
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The Sonagnon micro-entrepreneurs are coming!    
By Paulin Noumado of the Follow-up team in Benin 

 
As you no doubt know already, the shy “village girls” that first entered the Sonagnon Centre three years ago are no longer that: They have 
evolved into confident young women, well groomed and hopefully well equipped to tackle the world and start to earn money by using all the 
skills they have learned in the Centre not only in food processing, hairdressing, sewing and material-dying but also in literacy, health 
awareness and home economics. Most importantly they will hopefully be able to show their parents and their communities that educating girls 
is not only useful for themselves but for everybody around them: the future of the Centre depends on them and their success. So with this in 
mind the last six months have been particularly busy and both they and their trainers have put on a spurt!  
 
The start of the classes in “Management of micro-enterprises” has enabled the girls to think in a more practical way about their “projet 
d’installation” as we call their mini “business-plan”. It is important to recognise however that for some of the girls, the notions of financial 
management and budgeting like planning the use of their income, the difference between income and pure profit or even the simplest notions 
of bookkeeping are still very challenging and they certainly will need more follow-up and help when they leave the Centre.  
 
Nevertheless for all of them, their business-plan is taking shape and they have already worked on the following main areas:  
♦ What is the skill they should concentrate on: They all tend to want to do a bit of everything they learned in the Centre (a bit of food 

processing, a bit of sewing, a bit of hairdressing …) instead of concentrating on the specialization they have acquired. We explained at 
length the notions contained in the old saying: “Qui trop embrasse, mal étreint” (= “Grasp all, lose all”) but it is worth mentioning that this 
sort of multi-skilled enterprises is extremely common among  African women and have been part of coping mechanisms for centuries in 
rural societies. So they will probably all have a “main activity” and a “secondary activity”  

♦ Where should they start their business: at home? In a rented room somewhere nearby? The latter is preferred by most of them and that 
cost should be integrated in their calculations of possible profit.  They all agree that to start with, they would like to stay in their own 
village so we made them aware of the danger of saturation if there were to be too many hairdressers or too many seamstresses etc …  
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♦ The projected costs: purchase of equipment, supplies, rent of business accommodation , salaries of potential helpers etc … 
♦ Where to look for financial help to establish their business  
 
Areas which need further refining and further help in the next six weeks from the trainers and the follow-up team:  
♦ Do a bit of market research: How many other women do the same things where they intend to start their own business, what sort of value-

added they can bring to what they are doing in order to sell their products (better quality? Better price? Better presentation?) etc… 
♦ What are the detailed projected costs and what is the projected income in comparison  
♦ If they need a micro-loan to start-up, where can they look for it (with FOB? With someone in the village? Within the family?) How long will 

it take to reimburse it, at what rate, what part of they earn do they need to put aside to reimburse this credit  etc … 
 
We have talked to all the girls during the Christmas period about their impending departure and in spite of being proud and happy about all the 
new things they have learned and their personal transformation from “village girl” to “young accomplished woman” it is obvious that they see 
their future with some trepidation and real sadness to have to leave the safe “cocoon” that the Centre has been for them for 3 years. But this 
is the exciting adventure that awaits them and we, in the follow-up team will be at their side in the next crucial year to help them realise their 
potential.  

           Celebrating Christmas 2009, Sonagnon style!  
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 The difference that Kennington has made: a personal letter  
By the Head of the Dangbo Lycée, Pierre Ahouandjinou 

 
Dear Friends  
 
At the beginning of 2010, besides all my very good wishes for the New Year (and even for the new decade) I want to take this opportunity to 
reflect on 3 years of partnership between our school and all our friends from England, be it Friends of Bonou whose link with Benin is getting 
deeper every year or the villagers of Kennington that I don’t know … yet. I have often tried to imagine what the village might look like and 
what the life there feels like but it is a bit difficult from here! And yet these people I don’t know and who don’t know me are so close to my 
heart! You have no idea of how grateful we all are for all your generous gifts and the difference that it has made to the life of our school!  
 
It started with the sports equipment for the school’s football team “les Gazelles de Dangbo”: our boys no longer have to play bare-feet as they 
now have proper boots and most of them avoid injuries thanks to good quality shin-guards and thick socks.  
 
The following year we were over the moon to receive the magnificent heavy-duty photocopier that we so badly needed: Our pupils have 
ceased complaining about the poor quality and faint printing when they receive their home work or their exam paper as the photocopies are 
now of high quality and perfectly legible. It also helps the teachers a great deal with course-work without forgetting of course the 
administrative staff … and especially my secretary! When Laurence visited she was able to see that we take very good care of the photocopier 
and we cover it properly every night to avoid dust and humidity which ruin so many things in our climate!  
 
But of course, the star of it all and our great pride is our new library built thanks to the collaboration between Friends of Bonou and the village 
of Kennington! Everybody in Dangbo has heard about it and a lot of people come to admire it! It has made such a difference to the students 
who all now have been given a reader’s card and can not only borrow the books that they need but stay in the reading room and study in 
perfect peace and quiet.  
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My most sincere wish is to be able one day to say thank you personally to the people in the village of Kennington for all their efforts. It was 
difficult at first to believe that people so far away could be so noble and generous and were doing all sort of activities to raise the funds that 
are consequently given to us. I often dream of this day and God willing it might happen! But for the moment I can only ask Laurence to relay 
my huge gratitude to the singers, the walkers, the cooks, the sellers, the givers, everybody in the village who worked for us.  

 
THANK YOU! 
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DONATION FORM 
 

Yes, I want to give The Friends of Bonou £……………… 

This time □  

Regularly □ by setting up a standing order (Fill in the form on the next page)  

 

 

Name……………………………………………………………………………………… 
Address………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Email …………..………………………………………………………………………… 
Phone number………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Please send this form + the GIFT AID declaration below to the FOB Treasurer:    
Mr Mark BALE - 106 Staunton Road – Headington - OXFORD OX3 7TN 

 
GIFT AID DECLARATION 

 
I want The Friends of Bonou to treat all donations I have made since 13th July 2004 and all donations I make hereafter as Gift Aid 
Donations, until I notify otherwise. I am a tax- payer. 
 

Name:…………………………… Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………… Date:………………… Signature:……………………………………… 
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STANDING ORDER FORM (to be sent to your BANK, not to us!)  

 

To the Manager of………………………………………….Bank 
Address…………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

…………………………………………………………Post code………………. 
 
 
My account details are as follows: 

Name of Account   …………………………………………………………………………... 
Account number    ……………………………………………………………………………. 
Sort code              …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Please pay each month the sum of £……………to The Friends of Bonou  
on the …… of each month commencing on……… and until further notice. 
 
Recipient bank details are as follows: 
Name of Account: The Friends of Bonou 
Bank Branch:  Lloyds Bank, 87 London Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 9AB 
Sort Code:   30-94-04                
Account Number:   01901663 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Name…………………………………………………   Date …………………………………………………………. 

 


